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The people’s struggle for real change:  Let’s finish it!!

Five more Zanu PF hooligans 
were last week jailed in Kadoma 
on charges of assaulting six MDC 
members in Sanyati last month.

The sentences, which range from 
seven months to 24 months, were 
handed over by a Kadoma magistrate.  

The five Zanu PF thugs received 
the following sentences; Nosta 
Kudzamira, 10 months, Watson 
Moyo, 11, Noah Sibanda, seven, 
Tafara Shumba, 11, and the ring 
leader Steven Sikini who got 24 
months.

According to the State, the Zanu PF 
goons assaulted six MDC members, 
Reuben Banda, Josiah Shumba, 
Amos Zhou, Kudzanai Nyamazawo, 
Miriam Maramira and Plaxedus 
Tadiwa on 27 March this year at 
Madzviva Village, Sechure area in 
Sanyati.

With the assistance of the Joint 
Monitoring and Implementation 
Committee (Jomic), the assaulted who 
received varying degrees of injuries 
managed to make a report to the police 
leading to the arrest of the five and 
subsequent incarceration. One of the 
assailants, Enias Mapfumo is still at 
large and the police are hunting for 
him. However, Mapfumo was at the 
weekend spotted in Sanyati in the 
company of Zanu PF’s Sanyati MP, 
Fungai Chaderopa.

This week, Jomic said it will visit the 
scene of the incident, Madziva Village 
and further investigate reports that there 
are political tensions in the area.  During 
the visit the Jomic members in the area 
will address the political leadership of 
both the MDC and Zanu PF, traditional 
and church leaders including meeting 
the villagers.

Meanwhile, Ranganai Kuretu, a Zanu 

PF youth vice-chairperson in Silobela, 
was on Monday found guilty and fined 
US$40 on charges of assaulting the 
councillor for Ward 29, Willard Moyo.

According to the State, Councillor 
Moyo met Kuretu at Simana Business 
Centre.  He was on his way home from 
a council district meeting and Kuretu 
forced him to chant Zanu PF slogans.
 
Moyo refused and Kuretu then 
assaulted him resulting in the councillor 
receiving serious injuries. A medical 
report compiled at the Kwekwe 
General Hospital confirmed that two 
of the councillor’s teeth were shaking 
and that he suffered injuries on the 
mouth due to the assault.
 
Kuretu was arrested and detained at 
Silobela Police Station before appearing 
in court on Monday.

In February this year, a Zanu PF terror 

Violent Zanu PF hooligans jailed

The aftermath of Zanu PF 
assaults on people in 2008

militia member in Masvingo was 
sentenced to an effective 10 years in 
jail for the culpable homicide of two 
MDC activists in the run up to the 
bloody 2002 presidential elections 
while his two accomplices will 
serve an effective four years each. 
Justice Tedious Karwi sentenced 

It is now two weeks after High Court 
judge; Justice Chinembiri Bhunu 
reserved his judgment indefinitely on 
the application by 29 MDC members 
who are seeking leave to appeal for their 
refusal of bail at the Supreme Court.

The 29 members are in remand prison 
after they were indicted for trial on false 
charges of murdering a police officer in 
Glen View, Harare in May 2011.

However, for two weeks now Justice 
Bhunu has been sitting on his ruling for 
the bail application by the 29 members 
who now want their matter to be heard 
before the Supreme Court. The appeal 
to transfer the matter to the Supreme 
Court was made after the same judge 
had refused them bail pending the start 
of the trial.

What is more worrying to the MDC, 
the accused and their families is that 
some of the accused people have been 
in remand prison for close to one year 
as the State and the judiciary refuse 
granting them bail.

Because of the delay in the delivery of 
justice and the continued incarceration 
of the 29 officials, the MDC views 
this as well-orchestrated political 
persecution and victimisation of the 
MDC and its members.

When the Glen View police officer died 
last year, the 29 MDC members were 
arrested, severely tortured in an effort 
to extract confessions, and have been 

held in filthy and appalling conditions 
in remand prison. 
 
Some of the suspects received fractures 
due to the torture and were denied 
medical attention. 

Rebecca Mafukeni and Yvonne 
Musarurwa are being kept in solitary 
confinement at the male section at 
Chikurubi Maximum Prison. 

On several occasions, the state 
prosecutor, Edmore Nyazamba has 
invoked the notorious Section 121 
of the criminal code, which allows 
him to reverse any decision by a 
magistrate or judge to grant bail, to 
keep the accused persons in prison. 
 
Addressing the police at a memorial 
parade for the police officer, Acting 

Police Commissioner-General 
Augustine Chihuri said; “Those who 
live by the sword shall die by the 
sword,” and promised retribution for 
the murder. 

Nearly 12 months later, no evidence 
linking the 29 suspects to the murder 
has been presented in court. In a 
desperate attempt to get relief from their 
inhumane treatment, the suspects - all 
MDC officials - took the matter to the 
High Courtwhich has denied them bail 
and are trying to appeal at the Supreme 
Court.

However, recently when a murder 
took place in Shamva after Luxmore 
Chivambo was fatally assaulted by 
the police, Chihuri said the case was a 
matter of “indiscipline” and the police 
officers were granted US$50 at the same 

High Court upon their first hearing. 

On several occasions, the court did not 
sit. Either the prosecutor was attending 
a funeral, or was sick, or not ready to 
argue his case. The judge also had his 
moment when he could not come to 
court as he was “not feeling well” or 
was attending to some “other business”. 
Now, he has reserved judgement 
“indefinitely”. 

There were no reports of the police 
officers being tortured in custody; 
no non-appearances in court by 
the prosecutor; no sick judge; no 
invocation of Section 121; no 
judgement reserved “indefinitely”. 
 
While the murderous policemen enjoy 
their freedom, the 29 innocent MDC 
officials languish in prison. The MDC 

challenges the police to present before 
a competent court any evidence they 
may have that the 29 are guilty.  As 
the MDC, we demand the immediate 
release of 29 of our members.  

We condemn the State and the 
judiciary’s manoeuvres in continuing to 
imprison, persecute and harass innocent 
and peace-loving Zimbabweans whose 
only crimes are to be members of a 
political party that is fighting to bring 
about democratisation to Zimbabwe.
 
This is a shameful travesty of justice.

Those accused for the false murder and 
public violence charges are; Solomon 
Madzore, the MDC Youth Assembly 
chairperson, Last Maengahama, 
a National Executive Committee 
member, Councillor Oddrey Sydney 
Chirombe of Ward 33, Budiriro, 
Councillor, Tungamirai Madzokere 
of Ward 32, Glen View, Cynthia 
Manjoro, Lloyd Chitanda, Stanford 
Mangwiro and Tendai Chinyama. 
 
The others are; Jefias Moyo, Abina 
Rutsito, Gabriel Shumba, Stephen  
Takaedzwa, Linda Masiyamhanje, 
Tafadzwa Billiard, Simon Mudimu, 
Dube Zwelibanzi, Simon Mapanzure, 
Augustine Tengenyika, Gapara 
Nyamadzawo, Paul Rukanda, Lazarus 
and Stanford Maengahama, Kerina 
Dewa, Memory Ncube, Rebecca 
Mafukeni, Yvonne Musarurwa, and 
Phineas Nhatarikwa.

Shameful travesty of justice 
…as two weeks on, 29 MDC members remain in prison

Mupfiga Muchakata, 40, to 12 years, 
but suspended two on condition of 
good behavior while his accomplices, 
Takudzwanashe Mazhetese, 41, 
Moses Binduko, 42, had one year 
suspended on their initial five year 
jail terms each for the death of Peter 
Mabika, 29, and Innocent Muregi, 
57.

During the assault, the murderers 
burnt their victims’ backs and 
assaulted them with bricks 
and sticks until they died. 
Delivering his judgment, Justice 
Karwi stressed the need for party 
activists to accept diversity of 
political ideologies, especially at 
a time when the country prepared 
for the next polls in 2013. 

The MDC applauds the decision 
taken by the police and the judiciary 
in arresting and sentencing violent 
Zanu PF hooligans.

Solomon Madzore Yvonne Musarurwa Last Maengahama
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Zimbabwe turned 32 years on 18 April 
2012. 

If she was a human being she would by 
now have been married.  As a human 
being at 32, you are expected to be 
organised, productive and responsible.
 
Yes, you will be independent of your 
parents as you will be a parent yourself. Is 
Zimbabwe at 32 organised, productive, 
responsible and independent?

It is therefore, imperative to reflect 
on the commemorations of the 32nd 

anniversarry.  Independence can only 
be meaningful if the environment is 
created where all people will be able 
to live without fear or suspicion and 
without any hesitation.  They have to 
feel and believe that they are valuable 
and a useful part of this country. 

People need to have the freedom of 
expression and movement; together 
with all necessary background to live 
peacefully and independently in our 
country. It is now for us to evaluate our 
performance in the past 32 years.

In the struggle for freedom in Zimbabwe 
Josiah Tongogora, Robert Mugabe, 
Jason Moyo, Joshua Nkomo and other 
nationalists advocated that Zimbabwe 
belongs to all who live in it, black and 
white. 

No government can claim authority 
over the citizens unless it is based on the 
will of the people and that our country 
will never be prosperous or free until all 
people live enjoying equal rights and 
opportunities. Zimbabwe as a nation is 
yet to see the creative and progressive 
signs of a prospective developing 
nation towards a free, independent and 
a sovereign society. 

The fundamental need of such an 
environment is the credible functioning 
of the Executive, the Legislative and the 
Judiciary in serving the interests of the 
people of the nation. It is appropriate 

for us to compare our own situation 
on the 32nd commemorations of our 
independence and at the time of the 
attainment of independence in 1980.

Our young leaders Solomon Madzore, 
Nelson Chamisa, Learnmore Judah 
Jongwe, Aurthur Mutambara, Savior 
Kasukuwere, Jim Kunaka and Philip 
Chiyangwa who were young if not 
unborn in 1980 will tell you that 
Independence means different things. 

Solomon Madzore, who has been in 
maximum prison for having a different 
political ideology with Zanu PF, will 
tell you we are not independent. 

For Henrietta Rushwaya who is free 
after defrauding the nation of over US$1 
million, will tell you we are indeed free. 
Even if she has destroyed the country’s 
football hopes.  

For Mugabe it is time to turn our sword 
into ploughshares (as he said in his 
Independence Day massage).  But to 
us Kunaka and Chipangano should be 
arrested for crimes against humanity for 
us to believe what Mugabe said at the 
National Sports Stadium last week. 

In many democracies, with no exception 
of Zimbabwe, it appears that the will of 
the people is tested at the time of the 
elections and the winners take on the 
authority of all decision making without 
any consultation or reference to those 
that elected them. 

It is very much a doubt that 
Zimbabweans are living in brotherhood 
and sisterhood as witnessed by the level 
of violence during elections, enjoying 
equal rights and opportunities.

Opportunities are restricted to those 
who enjoy the favour of those who 
matter, rather than to whom they are 
due, irrespective of where you live in 
the country. The rights of the youth, 
the women and other special interests 
groups are still a basic shortcoming 

which is expressed well and truly in 
the failure of those in authority to 
make any attempts of moving towards 
a political solution to the causes that 
led to their marginalisation. As a nation 
we have failed to alleviate the fear, the 
suspicion, mistrust and the bitterness 
of the marginalised that have suffered 
enormously. 

Freedom of expression and the right 
to information is extremely restricted 
as increasingly, there are controls 
on dissent and information channels 
are blocked.  Providing authentic 
information continues to be an urgent 
humanitarian need. That is why 
progressive forces are calling for media 
reform. 

There is misrepresentation of such 
action, as not taken in the interest of 
national security and it is unfortunate 
that in many occasions, those who 
speak the truth, probably contrary to the 
official position are branded as national 
traitors. 

This also links with the militia groups 
like Chipangano either with or without 
the knowledge of those responsible 
for security of our country.  It is a 
shame to observe that 32 years after 
independence they appear to be ignorant 
of these groups. Urgent remedial action 
is needed in this regard to protect the 
freedom of the defenceless people.

As we celebrate our 32 years of 
independence we need to be conscious 
that large numbers of media personnel 
are now living abroad and have been 
labelled as working for pirate stations, 
as their lives are in danger in their own 
country. We appeal to those responsible 
to create the necessary environment, 
so that such persons can return to their 
country with their lives secured. 

There are political prisoners who 
are yet to be charged. The draconian 
laws that provide for such prolonged 
incarceration continue to soil the image 

of a sovereign state like Zimbabwe as 
these were adopted from the colonial 
system. It will be useful to repeal 
them first before we start talking 
about preserving the true gains of 
independence. 

Corruption has reached unprecedented 
proportions especially in the 
government and the greediness of some 
powerful persons is unbelievable. There 
is high discrimination in the sharing of 
the resources and misappropriate access 
to the resources is a common factor in 
Zimbabwe. 

I appeal to the powers that be to arrest 
this problem before the voiceless in 
our society go starving and resort to 
undesirable ways of regaining and 
securing their basic needs. Financial 
scandals are high yet people are 
suffering from economic pressures. 
Suppression of feelings and actions can 
be done with might, but it will not do 
any good to the county.

As Chitungwiza province MDC Youth 
Assembly we wish to see:

• A Cabinet that agrees on a unifying 
Independence Day theme as the 
message of Mugabe was on unity 
and peace.

• Responsible youth leadership 
that respects the President and 
Prime Minister equally because 
Mugabe is there because Morgan 
Tsvangirai agreed to be Prime 
Minister when he appended his 
signature on the Global Political 
Agreement (GPA).

• Solomon Madzore and other 
political prisoners released 
immediately.

• A prosperous Zimbabwe where 
there is maximum benefits to the 
economy and the masses from our 
minerals, our tourist resorts and 
our land.

• The disbandment of Chipangano 
and any other youth militia groups 
as these have the potential to 

destabilise the nation’s peace and 
security.

• Wide roads and reliable transport 
system including a competitive Air 
Zimbabwe 

• A vibrant education system where 
there is value to the student with 
no victimisation of student leaders

• A devolved nation where every 
province’s resources benefit the 
people of that province.

• A broad based economic 
empowerment agenda that is 
bigger than political formations 
and ministers.

• The uninterrupted completion of 
the constitution making process.

• An empowered and responsible 
youth and young adults.

• We wish all the youth a blessed 
future full of peace and prosperity 
and hoping that the next 33rd  

Independence celebrations will be 
different.

Mashoko Matonhodze is the 
Chitungwiza Provincial Youth 
Assembly Chairperson.

Reflections of Chitungwiza Youth Assembly on Independence 
By Mashoko Matonhodze

The MDC dismisses as malicious and 
unfounded reports in the discredited 
Zanu PF flier, The Sunday Mail that 
there are power struggles in the MDC.

The report is yet another clear attempt 
by the State media to scale dizzy heights 
in believing in their own and Zanu PF’s 
lies.

Using fictitious sources, The Sunday 
Mail in its lead story yesterday claimed 
that there are serious power struggles 
in the MDC led by the MDC Secretary 
General, Hon. Tendai Biti and National 
Organising Secretary, Hon. Nelson 
Chamisa.

We all know that on 29 March 2008, 
the MDC overwhelmingly won the 
harmonised elections.  The party 
could not have won that election if the 
leadership was divided as The Sunday 
Mail wishes.

The newspaper also outrageously lies 
by publishing malicious claims that the 
MDC Deputy National Spokesperson, 
Hon. Tabitha Khumalo during a 
National Standing Committee meeting, 
accused President Tsvangirai of “killing 
the party”.

For the record, Hon. Tabitha Khumalo 

is not a National Standing Committee 
member, does not in any way sit in that 
Committee and has never attended any 
meetings held by that Committee.

We castigate attempts by The Sunday 
Mail and other Zanu PF mouthpieces, 
such as The Herald and ZBC in their 
forlorn attempts to defame the MDC 
and its leadership in a desperate bid to 
save the sunset party – Zanu PF.

We restate that there are no power 
struggles in the MDC, which only a 
year ago, held a successful 3rd National 
Congress at Barbourfields Stadium, 
Bulawayo where a new leadership was 
elected for office for the next five years.  
The MDC remains one happy, united 
family focused on bringing real change.

The MDC leadership and its members 
are united and have a common goal 
of delivering a new Zimbabwe to the 
people of this land.

It is not a secret that internal power 
struggles, factions and divisions are 
eternal in Zanu PF, where the infighting 
has reached very alarming levels.

As the MDC, we are aware that the 
State media has become street corner 
gossip places where shameful false and 
unconfirmed reports are turned into 
front page news stories. 

We are aware that sources of these 
defamatory stories are not in the 
MDC, but at the ministry of Media, 
Information and Publicity where a 
senior civil servant has chosen to 
abandon his public service duties to 
devote time to undermine the MDC. 

The MDC’s position is that these 
doomsday cults and authors of disorder 
in Zanu PF will not stop the national 
project of bringing real change to the 
people of Zimbabwe.

The Sunday Mail concocts 
power struggles in MDC Former Zanu PF Deputy Minister 

and Gutu South legislator, Shuvai 
Mahofa was recently granted 
authority by Masvingo provincial 
magistrate, Jabulani Mzinyathi to 
occupy Savuli properties owned by 
three former conservancy operators, 
Terry Anders, John Taylor, Grant 
Hudson and Savuli properties.

The three have been resisting 
eviction from the property for four 
years and  according to the court, 
they should immediately vacate 
Savuli Conservancy, measuring 5 
526 hectares to pave way for Mahofa.

Like any other Zanu PF heavyweight, 
Mahofa has at least eight farms she 
grabbed ever since the controversial 
Land Reform Programme was started 
way back in 2000. Most of the farms 
are being mismanaged a several farm 
labourers have been left jobless. 

The MDC denounces the continued 
farm seizures by Zanu PF as they 
are unlawful and go against property 
rights. The electorate should not be 
hoodwinked into believing Zanu PF 
programmes like land redistibution 
are meant to economically empower 
ordinary Zimbabweans. These are 
merely tactics by Zanu PF bigwigs to 
garner votes and amass wealth. 

If there is a political party that is 
good at looting State resources using 
public support, it is Zanu PF. The 
party has been looting the country’s 
resources since independence 
but most Zimbabweans were 
too engulfed in celebrating the 
independence from colonial rule to 
realize it. 

It is because of the farm invasions 
that Zimbabwe has been turned from 
being the bread basket of Southern 
Africa to a perennial begger in the 
region.
We call upon the Government to 

immediately put to an end further 
invasions and halt lawlessness in the 
country by respecting individual and 
property rights. 

Another election gimmick by the 
former ruling party to try and save 
it from defeat in the next election 
is the Indigenisation and Economic 
Empowerment Programme which has 
forcibly taken away 51% shares from 
foreign owned companies, ostensibly to 
empower the poor majority. 

A survey has revealed that ordinary 
Zimbabweans cannot afford the shares, 
leaving senior Zanu PF officials to 

Shameless plunder by Zanu PF

On page 3  is a table detailing 
Mahofa’s acquisitions, all of which 
are in Masvingo province, since 2003.

acquire the majority stake in the 
companies. Most of those who can 
afford the shares in Zanu PF are those 
who boast of massive wealth corruptly 
acquired during the ageing party’s 
almost three decades of misrule.

Fortunately, Zimbabweans are now 
aware that Zanu PF has failed them for 
almost three decades and it is now time 
to support a party that will bring real 
change to the people.

Spokesperson: Hon. Mwonzora

The house of Florence Kavhayi, the 
MDC Women’s Assembly Secretary for 
Security and Defence in Mashonaland 
East Province was recently razed to 
the ground by Zanu PF activists at in 
Chirinda, Maramba-Pfungwe.

According to Mai Kavhayi, her thatched 
kitchen which was burnt this month, 
was the only remaining hut after her 
homestead was burnt down by Zanu PF 
hooligans during the run up to the sham 
27 June 2008 presidential election. 

She reported the new arson attack at 
Mtawatawa Police Station and a police 
docket with RRB No. 074048 was 
opened.  However, no arrests have been 
made although the culprits have been 
identified.

Mai Kavhayi said on the fateful day of 
the incident, she had gone for a leadership 
training workshop in Uzumba.  On her 
return, she discovered that her hut and all 
belongings had been burnt. 

Four Zanu PF supporters have been 
identified in the arson attack.  They 
are; Cleopas Kufuka, the Zanu PF 
District Coordinating Committee 
(DCC), Khumbula Kurarama, a village 
neighbourhood watch committee 
member, David Dizha, the local village 
head, Forbes Nhongo, the Zanu PF 

branch chairperson and Miriro Zisengwe, 
the Zanu PF youth chairperson. The four 
were involved in the 2008 arson attack 
of her home and last year, the thugs took 
over her fields with ready to harvest crops 
and told her to leave the village.

“The village head said I should move to 
Gokwe where the MDC is allowed and 
leave Maramba-Pfungwe. He said I was 
increasing the MDC support base in the 
district,” she said.

Mai Kavhayi said she would not leave 
Maramba-Pfungwe but would continue 
working for the MDC in its mission 
to deliver real change to the people of 
Zimbabwe.

Cases of politically motivated violence 
have been on the increase across 
the country with the police failing 
to apprehend the known Zanu PF 
perpetrators, while detaining and 
persecuting innocent MDC members 
despite a call last week by the Zanu PF 
leader, Robert Mugabe for an end to 
violence.

Currently, 29 MDC activists are still in 
remand prison for over year on frivolous 
charges of murdering a police officer in 
Glen View, Harare last year.

More Zanu PF arrests to come
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Our record in leadership
…as we move together with the people

With two clear areas of need in Norton 
Constituency, Hon Edward Musumbu 
used the Constituency Development 
Fund to tackle these needs.

“There was no proper market in town 
and there is a lack of safe drinking 
water after the resettlement programme, 
so with the CDF, the community 
prioritised these issues,” Hon Musumbu 
said.

With a staggering US$ 38 956.11, a 52 
table market stall was built in the town.

“It remains a capital intensive project, 
yet it is a necessary project. We are 
happy that it came out like this. Our 
hope is that we receive another batch 
of the CDF, so that we complete the 
project. We still have toilets to build 
here; the council will then allocate 
stands to a lot of vendors who are 
strewn all over town. At that point, we 
will be elated,” Hon. Musumbu said.

Vendors in nearby makeshift stalls 
said they awaited the completion and 
commissioning of the market stall 
as they stand a chance to move to the 
gigantic structure.

“We are just waiting for the completion 
of the project. I am overly excited 
about it, and my prayer and hope is 
that it gets to be commissioned before 
the rainy season. It is a better shelter 
and if allocations are done clearly and 
transparently, then I will be happy. 
We really welcome the development, 
because it has been our pleas for a long 
time,” said a woman only identified as 
Madhuve.

Michael Muza, another resident of 
Norton said: “It is a good development 
for this area. Hopefully most of the 
vendors will get accommodated 
because they are located everywhere 
and it does not do the town any good in 
terms of cleanliness.”

However, suspected Zanu PF youth 
were adamant to halt the development, 
destroying some of the tables and roof, 
which had to be replaced.

“The matter was reported to the local 
police. Bricks were used to try and 
make the roof fall apart. It is very 
frustrating to have people with a 
negative mentality as exhibited by those 
who tried to put this structure down. 
But, this will not stop us from working 
for the good of the community. It is not 
about the MDC, this is about the people 
of Norton and our desire to stand and 
represent them. To advocate for them 
issues that concern them,” said Hon 
Musumbu.

Three boreholes were sunk in wards 
13, 14 and 15 in Norton, all in the 
resettlement areas at a cost of US$ 4 100 
each. At one farm compound, there is a 
clear sign of intimidation by Zanu PF 
youths who act as compound security. 
 
Gogo Christina Makahwa, who lives 
just next to the borehole, said it was a 
helpful development and there was now 
clean water close by.

“I am very old, so going for a distance 
to fetch water was becoming a problem. 
Thanks to our MP, the water is close by. 
But there is a flip side to it, people come 
to fetch water late in the night, and it 
disturbs my sleep, said gogo Makahwa, 
adding a light laugh at that.

“It is very convenient. The first days, 
the security would stop us from fetching 
water here saying it is an MDC project 
and should anyone be seen fetching 
water, they will get the wrath accorded 
to MDC supporters but they too realized 
how convenient the borehole was in this 
compound. 

“It is a better alternative to the one we 
were using. If one needed clean water, 
we had to buy it, but now, it is readily 
available to us. We are happy and 
excited that finally, our plight has been 
remembered. We are grateful, though 
we would want some more boreholes 
as there are over 300 families in this 
compound,” said Mai Chiwaya.

Hon Musumbu said it was because of 
the consultations done in the area that 
the issue of boreholes was mooted. 

“The councillor brought this feedback 
during the CDF consultative meetings. 
Councillors held meetings in their 
wards to identify projects then we would 
prioritise the projects in accordance to 
the budget,” he said.

He said, given the resources, there is 
need to sink more boreholes to curb the 
water crisis in the area.

“We have plans to build a library. There 
is not one in Norton. Students have of 
late been using the market stall to study 
and do their homework, but this is not 
the place to do so. We need to build a 
library for the children, with books and 
proper facilities for Internet, further 
research and studying. Our objective 

as a leadership is to ensure that people 
live in comfortable areas where the 
basic structures are in place to facilitate 
further development. 

“We want to buy an incinerator for the 
hospital. It has been identified as a need 
area, and given the resources, we need 

to purchase one for the hospital,” he 
said.

In total, US$ 51 256.11 was used in 
the constituency to bring the said 
developments to the people of Norton.

CURRENT 
OCCUPIE
R 

POLITICAL 
DESIGNATIO
N 

LEGAL 
OWNER 

NAME OF 
FARM 

DISTRIC
T 

PROVINC
E 

Shuvai 
Mahofa 

Former Deputy 
Minister and 
Gutu South MP 

O.H. Kahn Spring Spruit Masvingo Masvingo 

Shuvai 
Mahofa 

            “ A.R. Millar Lothian Masvingo Masvingo 

Shuvai 
Mahofa 

            “ G. Olds Lochinvar Masvingo Masvingo 

Shuvai 
Mahofa 

            “ H.S. 
Veldman 

Eyrie Gutu Masvingo 

Shuvai 
Mahofa 

            “ H.S. 
Veldman 

Lauder Gutu Masvingo 

Shuvai 
Mahofa 

            “ H.S. 
Veldman 

Wrangley Gutu Masvingo 

Shuvai 
Mahofa 

            “ Terry 
Anders/John 
Taylor/Gran
t Hudson 

Save 
Conservancy
: Savuli 

Chiredzi Masvingo 

Shuvai 
Mahofa 

            “  Zaka Scheme Zaka Masvingo 

      
	  

The MDC implores the inclusive 
government to urgently look at the 
deplorable conditions at the country’s 
prisons where prisoners across the 
country have been condemned to 
starvation and nutrition related sickness.

The party is disturbed by a recent 
report by the Parliamentary Thematic 
Committee on Human Rights which 
says prisoners are living in hell holes 
where they lack basic necessities such 
as clothing, blankets, towels and soap 
among other day to day requirements.

The MDC calls upon the government to 
eat its pride and send an SOS message to 
development partners appealing for aid 
to avoid a repeat of the pre-2008 period, 
which led to the deaths of thousands of 
prisoners due to a serious lack of food 
sanitary facilities.

As the MDC, we know that the 
government through the Treasury 
cannot do a lot in terms of meeting 
the needs of the prisoners as it is still 
emerging and recovering from a period 

that had been collapsed by the Zanu PF 
regime.

It is shocking that the prisoners are 
using tattered blankets as clothing 
because they have no uniforms.  The 
inmates are having a single meal per 
day of sadza and roasted peanuts or half 
boiled cabbage with no salt.

This pathetic diet does not in any way 
comply with government’s prison 
dietary policy and leads to serious 
malnutrition, exposing the prisoners to 
the deadly pellagra and other contagious 
diseases.  A jail sentence should not be a 
death sentence.

Prisons that are severely affected by 
food and uniforms shortages for the 
inmates are; Chikurubi Maximum 
Prison, Harare Central Prison and 
Remand, Khami Maximum Prison 
in Bulawayo and Hwahwa Prison in 
Gweru.

At Hwahwa Prsion, inmates are being 
served meals from plastic papers as the 
prison does not have proper plates.

The MDC commends prison officials at 
some of the prisons who have resorted 
to use their meagre personal funds to 
assist in the running of the prisons by 
providing inmates with food.

However, we find it strange that officials 
from the Ministry of Justice and Legal 
Affairs are making it impossible for the 
Deputy Minister of Justice, Hon. Obert 
Gutu from visiting prisons especially 
those in the southern part of the country.

Senator Gutu since his appointment as 

a minister has visited several prisons 
and alerted the world of the deplorable 
conditions of the prisons and called for 
better conditions.

To stop him from pursuing this positive 
agenda, the ministry is now making it 

almost impossible for the minister to 
visit the other prisons claiming they 
have no resources.

The MDC does not seek to pardon those 
who are guilty of crime from being held 
accountable for their criminal behaviour 
but that stripping people of their dignity 

and basic human rights, then condemn 
them to horrible experiences can never 
viewed as fair punishment.  

It is a gross violation of basic human 
rights and a crime against humanity.

Government urged to look into plight of prisoners

Some of the projects carried out in Norton with the CDF

Hon. Edward Musumbu, MP

Hon. Obert Gutu

Shameless land grabbing by Zanu PF
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Those who have names of perpetrators of violence in your constituencies 
feel free to phone or write to  

MDC Information and Publicity department.   
Telephone: 04-770708 

Email: mdcnewsbrief@gmail.com
Postal Address: Harvest House, 4th Floor, 

44 Nelson Mandela Avenue, Harare.

The MDC has set up the Leadership and 
Excellence Academy of Democracy 
(LEAD), a programme which will 
create party leaders of excellence 
through understanding party’s ideology 
and expectations of the people.

Presenting certificates to over 20 
participants who took part in the 
programme at the weekend, Hon. 
Nelson Chamisa, the National 
Organising Secretary said, the MDC is 
growing and there was need to train and 
equip its leadership on what the party 
stands for as it prepares to govern the 
country after the next elections.

“It is desirable that we know what we 
stand against, but we want to move 
onto the next level and defend what 
we stand for, our values and fight this 
dictatorship in view of what we seek to 
achieve,” said Hon. Chamisa.

He said when people talk about 
democracy, they think it ends with one 
person, one vote – but there is more to 
it. 

“There are different kinds of democracy, 
and it is important that as MPs, we are 
aware of those areas that have been 
abused for political power retention.

“We want to revive the culture of debate 
on critical issues in our country to enable 
the people to determine what they want 
to see in their government, to be able 
to engage people at different levels of 

our society so that we serve them rather 
than what we see in Zanu PF – where a 
few senior politicians want to fill their 
granaries while the rest suffer,” he said.

The LEAD programme has nine 
modules, which have been expounded 
to explain the ideology of the party in 
relation to the society it serves.

The MDC is a social democratic party 
whose core values are solidarity, justice, 
equality, liberty, freedom, transparency, 
accountability and a humble, obedient 
leadership. 

The MDC seeks to work for an 
open democracy, in which national 
government is accountable to the 

people through the devolution of power 
and decision making to the provinces 
and local institutions and structures, 
among other ideals.
 
At least 24 MPs and other senior party 
officials went through the three day 
workshop that was held in Harare 
were the party’s ideology, history and 
expected future where talked about. 

The National Executive and National 
Standing Committee members 
have already undergone the LEAD 
programme. It is expected to cascade to 
all the structures of the party including 
branch leaders.

LEAD unrolled

Masvingo – MDC Women’s Assembly national 
chairperson, Hon. Theresa Makone says the 
Assembly will soon commission a direct 
telephone line which will be used by women 
to report cases of violence taking place across 
the country. 

She said this recently while addressing a rally a 
well attended that was held at Chipfuti Primary 
School in Ward 24 Zaka West, Masvingo.

Hon. Makone who is also the Minister of Home 
Affairs said women bear the brunt of political 
violence more than their male counterparts 
owing to their vulnerability.

“Do not read much into what Robert Mugabe 
said about stopping violence on Independence 
Day. Zanu PF can change its colours at any 
time. Therefore, I urge you to stay focussed,” 
said Hon. Makone.

She took the opportunity to commend the 
Masvingo province for winning 14 Parliamentary 
seats in 2008 and urged the party to work hard and 
improve on that achievement in the next election.

On indigenisation, Hon. Makone said Zanu 

Hon. Blessing Chebundo, the MP 
for Kwekwe Central said that 
conflicts between political parties 
should come to an end before 
the holding of next elections. 

Speaking at a lecture series 
organised by the Sother Africa 
Parliamentary Support Trust at 
Mbizo Hall in Kwekwe, Hon. 
Chebundo said that there are a 
number of reasons why conflicts had 
arose in Zimbabwe especially during 
the current inclusive government. 

The lecture series was held under 
the theme: “Building Conflict 
Gap”.

“Some of the tension is as a result 
of individualism, unstable economic 
situation, abuse of Human Rights, 
and ineffective communication,” 
he said.  We need all parties to be 
consulted and involved in issues of 
nation building,” he said.
 
He said a good approach to 
ending conflict should involve 
accommodating other people’s 
views.

“Under the current situation in 
Zimbabwe in order to hold elections 
we need foreign observers who 
will be in the country to monitor 
the election before and after for 
transparency.  There should be a 

clear code of conduct that will abide the 
electorate and candidates such as no to 
corruption, rigging, bribing, hate speech 
and nepotism,” said Hon. Chebundo. 

Meanwhile, Hon. Settlement Chikwinya 
has said Zanu PF’s Robert Mugabe 
plans for early polls have suffered a 
major setback as the elections will only 
take place after major reforms are in 
place.

He was addressing hundreds of party 
supporters at Torwood Grounds in 
Redcliff at the weekend.

“Mugabe should respect the views of 
the people of Zimbabwe, in writing 
the supreme law of the country.  It is not 
a one man’s band but a band all parties 
involved in the Constitution making 
process.

Speaking at the same event, National 
Representative for Midlands North 
Province, Willard Somerai urged every 
youth to go out and register to vote. 

‘As youths, you are the leaders of 
tomorrow, so a better Zimbabwe is in 
your hands when you go out and register 
to vote in the next elections,” he said. 

“Most of the youths are unemployed 
and the answer to end unemployment is 
by voting as it brings food on the table, 
good health delivery, good education 
and more jobs,” said Somerai.

End political conflicts 
– MP Chebundo

PF’s approach would only benefit a few 
elite members contrary to MDC’s vision of 
empowering the ordinary person. 

Hon. Makone said women must benefit 
significantly from the indigenisation programme 
as they are the majority in the country. 

Addressing the same gathering, the provincial 
secretary, Hon. Tongai Matutu told party 
supporters about the fundamental role of the 
new Constitution ahead of elections.

Hon. Matutu said although Zanu PF leader 
Robert Mugabe was insisting elections were 
around the corner, the date for elections 
would be released after the completion of 
Constitutional reforms. He added it was not one 
man’s prerogative to call for polls.

The rally was attended by hundreds of party 
supporters.

Meanwhile, civic society organisations here 
said reforms are indeed critical but  there should 
be a paradigm shift among politicians as some 
elements are resistant to change and are stalling 
meaningful developments in the country.

Addressing various stakeholders at a public 
debate on Constitutional reforms at the regional 
National Association Non-Governmental 
Organisations (NANGO) offices in Masvingo 
on Friday, Peter Muchengeti of Bulawayo 
Agenda said there was need for an ideological 
shift among Zanu PF politicians who fear 
political and economic reforms. The event 
was facilitated by the Masvingo Agenda and 
the theme of the debate was “The Constitution 
making process and free and fair elections”.

“We acknowledge that Constitutional reforms 
are critical before the elections but we are 
calling for a paradigm shift among politicians. 
We have observed that there are people who 
disregard Constitutional reforms to safeguard 
their positions. This has been happening for 
a long time. Therefore we are saying the new 
Constitution has to be backed by an ideological 
shift among politicians. There are politicians 
who are resistant to change because of atrocities 
committed in the past,” said Muchengeti.

Speaking at the same event, Takavafira Zhou, 
who was representing Masvingo Urban MP, 
Hon. Tongai Matutu said reconciliation and 
healing were crucial aspects before elections.

“We want the healing process to be completed. 
As long as there is animosity in the rural areas, 
it is going to be difficult to hold free and fair 
elections. We concur that the new Constitution 
is crucial ahead of polls but there must be 
reconciliation as well. We are calling for media 
reforms because as it is right now the national 
broadcaster – ZBC is airing hate language and 
fanning social disintegration,” said Zhou.

Gweru – Over 3 000 party 
supporters attended a peace rally at 
Mkoba Stadium, in Gweru that was 
addressed by the MP for Mkoba and 
National Executive member, Hon. 
Amos Chibaya.

Addressing the supporters, Hon. 
Chibaya emphasised on the need 
for the country to have a new 
Constitution first before the holding 
of the next elections.

“In the new Constitution several 
important issues should be 
incorporated.  These included the 
devolution of the provinces where 
the provincial governor should 
be elected by the people and that 
devolution assisted the communities 
as they would benefit from the 
local natural resources through 
community development,” he said.

He supported the issue of dual 
citizenship saying there was no 
need to deny Zimbabweans their 
right of birth simply because they 
had lived in another country besides 
Zimbabwe.

Hon. Chibaya said the MDC was not 
against black empowerment but was 

against the concept of Zanu PF which 
would only see a few senior officials 
benefiting from the programme at 
the expense of millions of people 
who are supposed to be the major 
beneficiaries.

“We need to create jobs for the 
unemployed youths as it is the only 
way that they can be empowered 
and the government will also receive 
revenue through employee taxes.  
That is why we need to create a 
policy that is friendly to the investors 
not that one being used by Zanu PF 
that will only benefit a few,” he said.

Hon. Chibaya said there was need 
for security sector realignment 
and a new Zimbabwe Electoral 
Commission (ZEC) secretariat which 
was apolitical.

“The ZEC secretariat should be 
apolitical whether at the national, 
provincial or district level so that it 
is not manipulated by senior party 
officials,” he said.

The rally was attended by the 
MDC Midlands South provincial 
leadership, MPs, councillors and 
several church leaders.

Thousands attend Mkoba peace rally

Report violence: Women urged

Hon. Varandeni Jani receives his certificate of completion from Hon Nelson Chamisa on Sunday

File picture: Hon Amos Chibaya addresses a rally in Mkoba


